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ZEomment: This report contains information on the {icreases
being made by the USSR econstruction materials industry i, the
production cf building items for sule to consumers, and ‘he com- ;
plaints made hy consumers about these products. Some ma n admin- . !
istrations have started increasing the cutput of consumer moods !
others have been slov to do so,

i ey g e s

;
Numbers in parentheses refer to appended sources;Y

Increases in Consumer Goods Production

A number of plants of the USSR construction raterials irdustry have started
increasing their output of consumer goods for the cpen market, (1)

Lately, even those plants which vere 10t producing consumer goods previ-
ously have now organized or are organizing such produetion and, 1n the secong
half of 1953, the supply of these goods for sale to the public will be increased.

In terms of value of :;oods preduced, enterprises of the
. struction Materials Industry USSR fulfilled their quota of the first @ menthe
i of 1953 by 104.8 percent.(2) Thiz ninistry incorporates h5- enterprises com- ;
) o prising 3,260 shops, 46 percent of which have up to 40 workers, 16 pereesnt have ‘
up to 15 workers, and 13 percent have up to 25 verkers. Only 14 nercent of the
shops have more than M0 workers.(3}

tinistry of Con-

During the first 8 months of 1953, consumer g;cods
over the same period of 1952. Glavsantekhprom (iMain
and Technicel Products Industry) incressed its cutpnt

preduction uag inerasacsd
Administration of Zanltary
b percent; Glavstandartdom
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(Main Administration of Standard Housing Indust

stroykeramika (Main Administration of cop
Iercent.(2)

vy}, 3% peccent, and Glav-
struction Ceramisg Industry), 29

In 1653, the construction materia
trading organizations with an addition
giass, 20 million units of slate, 150,000 tons of cement, and 2.5 miilion

square meters of coft roofing naterials such as rubberoid, pergamyn, asphait
roofing felt, and tar naper.

1s industry is expected to supply the
21l 1.5 million Square neters of window

The industry will also produce moras enameled dishware, 8luzed pottery,
hot- and cold-water faucets, door locks, small cera

anic barrels, and gypsum
architectural products. (L)

A survey made by the Ministry of Censtruction Materials Industry USSR dis-
closed that the plants subordinnte to Glavsantelhpreon nnd Glavstroyieranika cn
procduce a greater quantity of products for the open market than the original
pian culls for. For this reas main administrations have
been assigned additional 1553, will have 1o produce
an additional 1,000 cast 1.000 bath tuh Supports,
5,000 hot- ang cold-w
product

sanitary and toilet ceramic

on, the plants of these
motas and, by the eng of’
iron enameled wach basins,
ater faucets, 85,000 unitg of
5, and other accessories.

Betveen 1653 and 1955, the outsut of Tath tubs is te be increased three-
foli, water heating units fourfold, and hardware almost doudble. An inerease
will also be made in

the production of kitchemrare, sinitsry equipment, and
other objects. (5)

Plants of Glavstroykeramika have, for the Tirst tine, started producing
tanks made from faience. These ranks are being produced by the Shehekino and
Tavtimanovo plants and Will be used as containers to s2lt down cueumbers and
cabbage.

The ceramies industry hes also ctartad producing prreclain-faience benkers,
milk glasses, breadboxes, and bottles. fThe acid-proct products plants of the
industry expect to produee livestoek feeding voxes and prultry water troughs.
The facing materials plants have clrendy starned producing ceramic slabs fer
seed boxes,

Plants of Glavsantekhprom have ciar
boiisrs Zgic, furnaces?/. 1n Oetober 1
plied 3,000 square meters of boilers /%
Or twice the nmount obtainad in

red capandine theip output of small
53, tradinc: o i

saticns will be sup-
boeren taken up by boiler space?7,
ous monih, ()

[}
oot
i3
e}

the prav
The cement, clate, lime, and other plants of 3
ania have alsa beon iner

dstonia, latvie, and fithy-
easing thoir Supply of construction muterials for kol -
khozes and Tor the piblie,

The Estonian “Puniune-Kunda” Cement Plont fulfilled ing Geptenber 1353
deliveries to kolkhores and individual iuiidors in the first 10 days of the
month,

The Riga "Sepums" RooTing paper
ing peper to warchouses in Barnaul,
cities and oblasts of the USSR.

Plent shinpad tons of carloads =f roof-
Nove-Ku.netsk, Tonsk Tyumen', and other

52,

A major porticn of the corrugated slate produced oy
tion liaterials Combine is for use in the kollhozos, In September 1153, this
combine shipped more than 100 carloads of this roofine material to trading
organizations in the Belorussinn SSR and in Moshovs!:

aya, Hoveerodskays, ang
Velikolukskaya oblasts Tor sale to kolkhozes,

the Erotsen; Constrice-
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The Estonian "Yavarkandi” Glass Plart and the Riga "Sarkandaugava" Glass
Plant have also shipped a considerable quantity of glass to the warehouses.(6)

The Riga Slate Plant produced 500,000 units of stained and 200,000 units
of ordinary slate above its 10-month quota. The major part of the plant's
cutput during the past few months was chipped to trading orgau:.zions for sale
%0 kolkhozes and to the public.(7)

The Riga "Rigips" Plant has 2lso increascd its output of products for the
opin market. In August snd the first 20 days of Septenmber 1453, the construc-
;ion materials plants of Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuznia chipped about 600 car-
loads of various nypes of building materials 4o the holthozes and individual
buiiders. (5

The <onstrust{son naterinls

2Nt ¢ ises of the Uirainian 8SR have also been
expanding their output and variety of pr

Aducts for the conswser,

I

tuilding materials are sold in in Kiew. Glavstroysbyt (Main
Aaministration for <he Sale of Construction Materiils Froducts), Ministry of
Construction Faterisis Industry USSR, svon will open =1 special warehouse in

the city to handle building materials,

During the fi1at 7 nonth of L93, Ui Kisv uranch office of Glavstroysbyt
eUppl=d trading organizations with more than 3,000 sanitery and technical items
made from felence and with more than 215,007 square meters of zlass for sale to
the consuwmer. During this peried, ind:viieal builders in Kiev and the surround-
ing viliapes purchased nore =<hun 100,022 tons of cement, more than 20.2 million
units of clate, and a lar-e aurntity of bYrick and tile.(f)

In September 1953, the Leningrad branch olfice of Glavstreysbyt snipped
more than 200,000 square meters of slass, abeut - million square meters of sof't
roofing miterial, and 53 carloads of slabe 4 ~ousumers in various USSR oblasts.

In the follcwing month, this Lran fee dncreased its chipuent of bLuild-
ing materianls. Consumers in Moskov Iransiaya , Viadimirskaya
B ’ »
Kaltninskaya, and other chlasts gt tons of thous:inds of couare meters of soft
ya, [ H
roof ing materinl.

in the niddle of Oztcber 1993, the Leningrad "Vydvizhinets” Plant shipped
abour, 60,000 square meters of rubbercid aml porennyn to Slalingradsicaya and
Kurganskaya chlacis.{9)

In 1997, butlding orpanizosions and the civiline ropulation of Alma-Ata
were short of wall building matericis. The building organizations were supplied
brick only according wo the order of Gorplan (City Planning Organization) and
the civilian population vas supplied -rith briek cnly in lim'ted quantities once
a weok,

During & months of 1153, Alma-Ata Drichk Plant ffe = stpplicd the city with
3,054,000 bricks above guote. The prant now has beeu meetin- brick demands of
builders, industria. plants, city's cuvilian pzpuiaticn, and the kolkhozes
and sovkhores of Alma-Atinskayn Oblast,

i
L

Alshough the nurtber of 1ts consumers has insreased, the plant has an over-
supply of 1.5 millisn bricks, primerily Lecause the caty's building crpenica-
tions have not been Paking the brick produced. (10}

-3 -

U INDETIAL

I Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/13 : CIA-RDP80-00809A0007001505

10-7




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/13 : ClI
-

COITFIDEITTAL
Pl e i

Shorteomings in Quantity, Quality of OQutput

While some of the plants of the construetion
increased their output of consumer goods for the o
have faiieq to do s0.(1) Included ip the lagming

which are Supposed to te the principal producers
market,

grovp

Although the Ministry of Construetion
its auota for the first B months of 1053 by
of goods produced, it fulfilled the quota nng additional
by the government only 98,2 pereent . (2) Yor wag there
in performance in September 1353.(1)

The construction materials irdustry = preducing 32
products for the open narket, but the quota fo
being fulfilleq, primerily because of the lag of the

The introducticn of new products
mein administrations and the subordinate preducing
Stroysbyt, which ig in the Yest position to cscertain the
sumer and thus could convey these denands
S3troysbyt has been Limiting 1ts operations
fact is that it ha been carrying out aven th

is net

ar

to the producar
has not
Mirrors and gene

Administration of Con
to the consumer,

ral glesswvare are the ¢
Structicn Glass Inductry)
Nevertheless, during the firc
for mirrors ana general plassware were
pectively, Many plents of Glav
of other ministries for

wiich have
t & munthg
fultilied onry 74
stroysterlo have net b

polarized <lass ror nirrors. ()

Despite the facs
Increase {ts output of
been making very little
quality of products of
the glass industry

rercent

that the glass irndustry hag the po

better poods far the consumer
effort elther to expand the vuriet
the r£lass indugtye-, Durir
increased its outntt of nroduests ¢
Sver the same pericd of 1053,

There ig n great demn:
FTittings, artistice slass,
produced only in limited g

wnd for o
Glasnvapa,
uantities,

s

3
and wirrovs,

The Gor'kiy Glass

Plant hus a special
Plant has been prc

shog for
rduecing only

& larpe-5iscd mirror [s)

The Konstantinovia "Avtostela”
ror production. Since the beginnine:
the production or @ere than 5,00

Glass Plant has con
of 1.53, thig pl
0 sousre Actors of 3l

The Gusev Glugs Plant imeni Trer hirstiy, one of the
in the USSR ana =rincinal supplier of voiariced glass 1o Ghe
Oktyab:'" Mirror Factory has mede no Lsprovements in its op
ordinary glassware or glass for mirvers.

tne plant hag been
ror factories with inferior glas

5.
Besides supplying farni

duces table and wall mirrors

increased its mirror output

ture makers with uirrors, the i
for sale to the public. Inp ted
almost three times
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materials industry have
pen market, many of then

of :lents are those

of products r.: tle open

llateriels Industry USSR fulfilled
104.2 percent,

in terms of valye
2ssimmments deereed
ny great improvement

different types of
YDes is not

main producers. (2)

only the responsibility of the
lants, but also of Glav-

demands of the con=-
5. However, Glav

L8V-

:5 functions. The

ece functions properly. (1)

(Main
the preatest appeal
of 1153, the quotas

and 85 percent, res-
ecn fulfilling the orders

‘tentinl with whiech to
(1), Glavstroystenie has
Y or to improve the
the £irst & months of 1£53,

ly 5

£lass pipes ang

but these jtems are being

producing mirrers, but the
f poor quality.(a)

stantly lagred in nir-
ant has been behind in
‘ass for mirrors. (1)

largest glass nlants

Rira "Krasnyy

erations fer producing

supnlying the nip-

& fectory pro-
this Tactory

above the previcus leval,
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Eighty-two percent of its mirrors are f'irst quality, However, production costg
are still enormous, primerily because of the type of glass 1t has been getting
from the Gusev plant,

This glass has many flaws.,
pieces. Investigations have
due to the poor selection of
has been tarnisheq; dullness
percent of the glass
angles; the glass has
width. Labels have be
been very noticeable.

Scratehes and stains hav
shown that 50 percent of
polishing abrasiveg.
in the glass hes been
supplied to the Rt 15 1ot been cut at right
been considerably out of proportion as to length and
en glued on the glass very carelessly, and Spots have
Quite I‘requently, these spotr concealed scre flaw, (2)
Although 1t hag been planned to prodiuce tr
try failed to supply a
for hotbeds was expecte
Some plants fell consiq
Gomel' Glass Plant proq
meters.

e been found on many
the scruzotans have been
Five percent or Too “lass

“Cry apperent. Twenty-ive

32 frctory ha

anspurant slass, the flass indus-
single meter of this glasg

285 Tor the open merket, Glass
d 1o be put in production in September 1353,

T However,
erably behind. rFor instance, during September 1953 the
uced onl: 2,700 snuzre meters instend of 14,000 square

The glass industry has
1ts output of consumer rocds,
fabricating mirror glass for the open market

qualified workers performing similay operations in the production of cther
glass products, The same is true ip the case of technologists a
technical personnel., (1)

ailed to take any effective measures to increase
Glass-bevcling

workers and others encgagzed in
are poid less than similarly :

nd engineering-

During the firs

t 8 months of 1753, Glavst
for glass ang glassw

GYStroysteklo Tulfilled its quota
are only 75 percent. ()

Hot only the glass industry, but cther branches of
ials industry have Leon slaow in increasing their cutpit
Some of the main administrations have been
extremely limite wantities; others have
duction of thege soodi.  Plants cn the

limfted quantitior of' earthenuare pipe

the constructien mater.
of cunsumer gocds.,
producing consumer goods only in
been very cloy in organizing the pro-
republic level have teen Supplying very
o ceramte nroduetr.

Some main administrations hav
Glavstandertom (Main Administy
single dwelling hames,
which would meet

¢ been cntinuing to produce & poor variety of oducts,
ation of Stander Houdin gz Trdus try) expectad to produce
but it has not Yet developed any satisfactory house plan
the demands of tle eonsumer puchaser., (1)

The "MM=2:52" arq the "194-

h-52" tyres of stardarg houses
vere criticized at the all- U

Produced by Glavstandnrtdom
nion Conforence of Architeets

held in leningrmd in July 1053,
These houses :ipn uncemfortabls, the exteriop is unattrzcetive, and they
have several other defects, Althouph the conference declered the entire "nnm
series az unsuitoble, Glavstandartios hag corbinued 1o enphasize the producticn
of this series and hits been couplately cuttine the preduction of all other
series.(12)

Glavstandartdom also continuan LS S VI
ture fixtures sucn as Stools and -

Lt ordinary furni-

Glavstroykeramiha ig another main nistration whieh he
the variety of its products.  Before the

'S not expanded
ar, the Kirov Faionce Plant was the
only plant in the USSR vhich wag producing oren wickor-wo

“ biscuit dishes,
Although demand for these dishes uag yout then, they are not being produccd
by any plant now.(1)
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During recent years, the output of door locks, enamel bathtubs, heating M
and ventilating units, and ordinary faience products was increased consider-
ably, but the inecreased output has not kept pace with the demands of the ‘
rapidly increasing construction projects or the demands of the individual
consumer. The construction of dwellings, and of communel and children's
establishments has been delayed because of the lack of pipes, {'ttings, sinks,
end washbasins.

Not only will sanitary products have to be increased in quantity, but
they will heve tc be improved in qualit;. In the plants of Glavsantekhprom
and of Glavstroykeramika, defective products result in 15-18 percent losses
of over-all production.

The consumers have been complaining that the chrome- and nickel-plated
fittings tarnish quickly, the basins are covered with dark ccloved stzins, and
the faience products are glazed poorly and have a vellowish tinge. Drains
sometimes let the water out of the basins very slowly; at cther times, the
water drains very rapidly because of the excessive gap in the pipe connections.(5)

Glavsantekhprom will sericusly have to consider the production of satis-
factory and cheap heating units. One of Khar'kov's warehouses trading in build-
ing items established an extensive trade in radiators purchased by the civilian
population and kolkhos farmers. This warehouse has niso been selling steam
pives and water heating fixtures. Despite this, not one of the city's plants,
including the boiler and radistor works, has yet started producing small-sized
boilers which would give sufficient heat and yet have low fuel consumption.

Common brick and slag cenerete blocks are the items which have been in
greatest demand ot the 11 warechouses in Khar‘kov. Zuite frequently, the buyer
has not been altogether satisfied vwith the quality of these items, and there-
fore has been demanding hollow brick and facing brick instead.

The Khar'kov consumer also has been demandin, such itens as linkrusta [H
paper base for linoleum/ and linolews. In 1752, the Kogan' Cardboard Factery
promiced to stert producing linkrusta, but Glavkrovlyn (Main Administration of
the Roofing Industry) had not helped the eaterprise in iis ~fforts.

Although the povermment has been demandins that :pecisl attention be given :
to the production and trade of consumer gunds, wwy plants of the construction i
materials industry have been failing to do sc. Until new, o nmumber of enter-
prises, Including the Khor'kov Cement Plunt, which have been supplying the ware-
houses in Khar'kov with building materials, have done nothing about supplying
the public with cement, nlabaster, nnd lime in sac’s, Tnstead, the plenis con-
tinue to supply the materials in bull:,

According to the order of the lMinistry »f Trade USSR, the warchouse must
deliver the purchased building materials to the ~w . wever, the Khnr'lcoy
Oblast Administration of Local Trade has not providel the shouses With enont i
trucks, and the consumer is forced to pny doubile for the wuaterials vhich he

.

purchases. (12)

In September 1153, the Ripn Slate Plant wn
of slate to consumers oecause o' the lapcl of
the slate. The plant has been pgetiing naile e ¥
put the latter enterprise not only has been ing te cupply this plont
the necessary zine nails, but the noils wilehh 1. does

vith ;
rodnes are poct in oocuwelity. i
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Since the beginning of 1953,
of slate to consumers without zine nails;
complain about this. As a result, the pla
ies of slate and now has more than 800,000
Meanwhile, rural builders in Velikolukskaya
other oblasts have been vaiting for slate.(7)
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the Riga plant had shipped 5.5 million units
the trading organizations began to
nt was forced to suspend its deliver-
units of slate on its premises.

» Kalininskaya, VOlogodskaya, and

SCURCES

Moscow, Promyshlennost' Stroitel *nykh Materielov, 7 Oct 53
Ibid., 3 Oct 53

Ibid., 22 Aug 53 :
Ibid., 12 Sep 53 ‘
Ibid., 5 Sep 53 :
Teid., 23 Sep 53 ' P
Ibid., 24 Oct 53
Ibid., 26 Aug 53
Tbid., 17 Cet 53
Ibid., 30 Sep 53
bid., 2 sep 53

Ibid., 9 Sep 53
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